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Agenda

• Welcome
• Introduction of Members and Guests
• Approval of June 19, 2012 Minutes
• GIS Advisory Committee/Subcommittees Update
• Statewide GIS Goals
• GIS Program Office Update
• NSGIC Meeting Update
• Other Business
• Next Meeting
• Adjourn



• The Aerial Imagery Business Plan has been 
completed (Posted on the website gis.alabama.gov) 

Imagery/LiDAR Subcommittee
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Boundaries
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Land Ownership



• Objectives from Business Plan
1. Distribute USGS photography and LiDAR specifications for review 

to stakeholders
2. Modify existing ADOR Mapping Guidelines and Specifications to 

reflect the updated specifications
3. Outreach to Federal, State, and Local Governments to 

communicate the Business Plan … determine possible funding 
sources for future partnerships

4. Establish policies and strategies which emphasize cooperation and 
coordination at all levels of government and other stakeholders in 
order to maximize the cost efficiency

5. Develop acquisition plans for Imagery and LIDAR for the 2012‐
2013 flying season

6. Identify and develop funding sources for project implementation 
and long‐term maintenance

Imagery/LiDAR Subcommittee



• Concentrating activities on the goals of the GIS Executive Council
– Working to develop standards from authoritative sources

• Reviewing standards from Alabama Department of Revenue for Parcel Data Inventory

Data Subcommittee



• Addressing standards webinar with the nationally recognized 
NENA and FGDC expert Martha Wells

• This is vital for geocoding and road centerlines

Data Subcommittee



• Metadata questionnaire from the subcommittee is currently 
under review

Data Subcommittee

Metadata Questionnaire
1. Does your agency produce geospatial data that are shared with the public?

2. Is metadata written to accompany this data?
3. Does your agency produce geospatial data that are shared with other state agencies, but not meant 

for public release?
4.  Is metadata written to accompany this data?

5. For metadata written, is FGDC format used, or another format?(note, this refers to the format/layout 
of the metadata itself, not theme-words and not file type such as .xml/.txt)

6. Are you yourself proficient in writing metadata?
7. For geospatial data your agency shares with the public, what five metadata fields are most 
important to include? (ex: Time_Period_of_Content, Abstract, Publication_Date, Keywords, 
Use_Constraints, Point_of_Contact, Process_Description, Spatial_Reference_Information, 

Entity_and_Attribute_Information, Distribution_Liability, etc.)
8. For geospatial data your agency shares with other agencies (but not public), what five metadata 

fields are most important to include?



• Alabama County Government Institute’s 42nd Annual Meeting 
(June 14‐15)

• Alabama Association of Assessing Officials 31st                          

Annual Summer Conference (August 13‐17)

Education & Outreach Subcommittee



• 2012 Alabama Water Resources Conference (September 5‐7)

• University of North Alabama Geography Alumni Conference 
(September 27 & 28)

Education & Outreach Subcommittee



• GEO Huntsville Conference (formerly The Rocket City 
Geospatial Conference) (November 8 & 9)

• River Region GIS Day (November 13 & 14)

Education & Outreach Subcommittee



• Developing educational/informational brochures for outreach 
and display 

• New opportunities for GIS education are currently under 
development

Education & Outreach Subcommittee



• Geospatial Preparedness Corps/GIS Response Team (GPC/GISRT)

Communications Subcommittee



• Geospatial Preparedness Corps/GIS Response 
Team (GPC/GISRT)
Statewide network of response individuals and organizations 

Vision:

– Identity critical capabilities and vulnerabilities

– Enhancing accessibility 

– Delineate all hazards, response, and assessment considerations

– Create a network for professional exchange and access to technical 
expertise 

– Encourage interactions and collaborative initiatives  

– Promote the standardization of methods 

– Identify methods to engage new partnerships and new energy in the area 
of deployable GIS response resources

Communications Subcommittee



Executive Council Statewide GIS 
Goals

• Inventory GIS data, applications, & services

• Leverage pooled resources

• Avoid unnecessary cost & duplication of effort

• Improve decision‐support for statewide issues

• Establish statewide data standards to improve 
coordination



Executive Council Statewide GIS 

Coordinated Framework Data Layers

• For 2012

–Aerial Imagery

–Parcel Data
–Road Centerlines
–Geocoded Addresses



GIS Program Office Update



Aerial Imagery

• Imagery Business Plan is a living document 
(gis.alabama.gov)
– 20 counties of imagery updated in Virtual Alabama

• 3 counties in process

– NAIP CIR in the process of loading

– NAIP for neighboring states

– LiDAR for 20 counties



Parcel Data
• Virtual Alabama currently has 47 counties 
available
– Acquisition of other counties underway

• Web map services under development

• Mechanism for routine updates are being 
explored



Parcels

47 Counties Contribute Parcel Data

By county

What counties contributing

Most expensive

Most parcels

Least parcels

List of attributes from revenue

Parcel Trivia

2,529,377 Total Parcels

Most Parcels
363,476 – Jefferson Co

Least Parcels
100,050 –Bullock Co



Road Centerlines

• Virtual Alabama currently has NAVTEQ road 
centerlines

• ALDOT will be delivering statewide coverage of 
road centerlines
– State routes (includes Interstates and US routes)

– County routes 



• Virtual Alabama has a geocoder for addresses 
which is called GEOIntuitions
– 1.29 million Alabama addresses identified

– Address normalization
• US Postal Service Database

– Tiered geocoding architecture

Geocoded Addresses



• In production with the ULTRA Incident and 
Offense Database and the Sex Offender Database

Geocoded Addresses



• GeoEnabler is under development to provide 
geocoding to Virtual Alabama users

Geocoded Addresses





32,160
Total Users

150
Average Users Daily

1,500
Government Agencies

>11,000,000

Average Monthly Hits



Virtual Alabama School Safety System



Approximately 1200 
Schools Entered

Dale County High 
School



Virtual Alabama School Safety System



• Emergency 
Management 
Magazine 
Webinar 

• Webinar for the 
Governor’s Office 
of the State of 
New York



Management Association for Private 
Photogrammetric Surveyors (MAPPS) 

forms the Alabama Chapter &
The Atlantic Group (TAG)



Homeland Security Infrastructure Program



Homeland Security Infrastructure Program



Homeland Security Infrastructure Program



Homeland Security Infrastructure Program



Introduction to GIS Training



NSGIC Meeting Update

• NSGIC Wants National Data Programs
– Collect data once for all levels of government

– Nation‐wide data should be created for multiple users

• Revise and Refocus Federal Data Programs
– For the Nation Initiatives (Addresses, Transportation, 
Imagery, Elevation)

– Allow local buy‐ups within federal programs



NSGIC Meeting Update
• Federal and State Governments Need to Work 
together
– Federal agencies should develop the standards to support the 
integration of local data to state and national levels

– Federal data collection should include cooperative options for 
state and local buy‐ups

– Federal agencies should notify states of upcoming data 
collection activities

– Federal agencies should notify states of pending grants and 
contract programs

– Federal programs should be coordinated across federal 
agencies

– States should be contracted to develop national data programs



Virtual USA Development Team



National Information Sharing 
Consortium



Homeland‐Defense Operational 
Planning System



Examination 
announced by 
State Personnel 
October 17, 2012

GIS Technician Classification



Agenda

• Other Business

• Next Meeting

• Adjourn



• Establish the Governor Excellence Award in GIS

– Nominations collected by the Program Office

– Approved by the GIS Executive Council

• Recognition of GIS success stories around the state

– Communications Subcommittee 

• Establish Statewide GIS conference

– Summer/Fall 2013

GIS Awards & Conference



State GIS Website
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